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TAGS: OAU 

SUBJ: JOINT OAU-ECA CONFERENCE ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

1 . MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION AMONG 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES JOINTLY SPONSORED BY OAU AND ECONOMIC 
COMMISSION FOR AFRICA (ECA) WAS HELD IN ADDIS ABABA FROM 
SEPTEMBER 1-4. MEETING WAS PRECEDED BY MEETING OF EXPERTS FROM 
AUGUST 26-SEPTEMBER 1. PURPOSE OF MEETINGS WAS TO ESTABLISH 
"FIRM AND CONCRETE” AFRICAN PROPOSALS ON HOW THE DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES CAN COOPERATE TO BRING ABOUT CHANGES IN EXISTING 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER FOR SEPTEMBER 13-21 NON-ALIGNED 
MINISTERIAL IN MEXICO CITY. 

2. WE ESTIMATE THAT ONLY EIGHT MINISTERS WERE PRESENT AT THE 
MINISTERIAL WITH 30 OTHER OAU NATIONS REPRESENTED BY LOWER 
LEVEL DELEGATIONS. EXPERTS' REPORT WAS DELAYED, MINISTERIAL 
MEETINGS WERE DELAYED IN TURN, AND MOST MINISTERS REPORTEDLY 
HAD LEFT BEFORE EXPERTS' REPORT ADOPTED. IN SUM, IT APPEARS 
THAT MINISTERIAL DEGENERATED INTO MEETING IN WHICH EXPERTS 
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3. DESPITE CALLS BY OAU ASSISTANT SECRETARY OSANYA 
NYYNEQUE AND ECA EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ADEBAYO ADEDEJI 

AT OPENING SESSION FOR AN END TO RHETORIC AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF CONCRETE PLANS AND PROPOSALS, CONFERENCE APPEARS TO 
HAVE DONE LITTLE BUT REAFFIRM PRINCIPLES ESTABLISHED AT 
COLOMBO AND PREVIOUS NON-ALIGNED MEETINGS. WE DOUBT THAT 
AFRICAN BLOC WILL HAVE ANY STRIKING NEW PROPOSALS FOR 
NEXICO CITY MEETING. 

4. DETAILED REPORT ON CONFERENCE WILL FOLLOW. 

TIENKEN 
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